Nationals – A Dummies Guide to Scrutineering
OK, so you are a new owner of a Merlin Rocket and/or this is your first time at the Merlin Nationals. Let me congratulate you on your excellent judgement and wish your liver well for the next 6 days.

You are probably wondering what all this scrutineering malarkey is about and how on earth you prepare for the examination. Do not worry. Some simple preparations will turn this into a 5-minute stroll in the park (Boat Park).

Things you should know:

General principles:

The scrutineering is an audit not an opportunity for re-measurement.
We will be looking for exceptions to compliance to the equipment rules. 

Scrutiny is required before Registration. You will need the completed Scrutineer’s Form before you can register.

 
The Senior Scrutineer’s decision is final.
Toys can be thrown out of pram and will be ignored unless you breach Rule 69.

Before you come to the Nationals:
The Boat Owner must be a Member of the Merlin Rocket Class Association – we will check the Owner’s Membership is up-to-date and paid.

Where the Helm is not the Owner, the Helm must be a Member of the Merlin Rocket Class Association – we will check.

The Boat must have a valid Measurement Certificate. If you have recently bought your Merlin, changed address or had the boat re-weighed you must get a new Certificate from the RYA. You can do this online - http://www.rya.org.uk/racing/equipmentclasses/measurement/Pages/measurementcertificates.aspx
Buoyancy Endorsement – on your Measurement Certificate. You date and sign to say your boat floats. A Witness signs to say it is your signature (they are not witnessing your buoyancy test).

You must have valid insurance with 3rd Party Liability cover of at least £3M.

You must be a member of the RYA or an RYA Affiliated Sailing Club, 
On your boat:
· Your mast must have an upper and lower band. The distance between the bands must match the Mainsail Luff length specified on the Measurement Certificate.

· Your boom must have an outer band. The distance from the inner edge of the band to the aft edge of the mast sailtrack must match the Mainsail Foot distance specified on the Measurement Certificate
· Your boom must be marked with:

· The Mainsail Foot length in your Measurement Certificate
· The Headsail Area in your Measurement Certificate

· The 3 bands must be painted (no marker pen/insulation tape allowed).

On the Day:
· Arrive at the venue

· Take your boat to the dinghy park

· Remove the mast, covers, all sails, rudder, sailing gear etc.
· If you can remove your jib sheets, spinnaker poles and boom, please do so

· Take your boat and unrigged mast on the trolley to the Scrutineers
· Please be in attendance at weighing to provide muscle and many hands.
Scrutineer Checks:
· Boat Weight
· Mast/Boom bands and markings in place

· Spinnaker Poles correct length
· Scrutineers Form signed

· Return to your berth

Registration:
· Take Scrutineer Form and Measurement Certificate to Registration

Notes

Boat must be as dry as practicable. Too wet ones will be refused until compliant to the prevailing "rule of wet" on the day. (1 litre water weighs 1 Kg). Water and/or mercury will not be permitted in tanks or buoyancy bags. 

An allowance will be made for ropes and fittings that are not part of the regulation weight.


If still in place, we will lift the boom and poles at weighing.

Method of attachment of standard 'fixed' fittings will not be questioned. (i.e. screws, bolts, rope, shackles).  Drinks must be removed.

Sponges will be removed.  Tanks may be inspected for materials accidentally left inside them. (e.g. paddles behind the buoyancy bags; wet, heavy-knit seaman's jersey left inside front tank; or toolbox with 2Kg lump hammer, just in case.


If the boat is above the Scrutineer’s weight threshold it's a pass. You cannot take any weight out. The number of correctors and their weights is on your measurement certificate, know where they are please. They must be in place.  

Marginal weight boats will be subject to intense inspection. The threshold for this has historically been 99.5kg. If you are found to be lighter than this weight you will be asked to remove all sheets, the boom and poles from the boat and it will be weighed exactly in accordance with the class rules.

If the boat is found to be too light you will be asked to add some lead or equivalent (no radioactive material allowed) in a manner which is satisfactorily fixed for the duration of the event. The boat must be re-inspected at the discretion of the Scrutineers.

Boats found underweight will be in the public domain to permit peer policing during the event. Even subsequent National Champions have had to add weight in the past.
Heavy boats will not be ridiculed.

Finding lead in a small town can be difficult.
 
The weight of the boat found at the event will not be permitted for RYA official re-measurement. 

Band markings on your spars are required in contrasting colour. Sail sizes marked on boom at nominal correct size but must be coherently legible. Marker pen is not sufficient nor is electrical tape. 

Length of spinnaker poles, including fitting arrangement.  Don't get caught out on this one, especially if you’ve changed to pole launchers.  We will have a dummy comparison stick so it’s easy for us to pass or fail yours.

We will not be checking the sails at Scrutineering but, they you may be liable to subsequent protest if they are not correctly measured and marked.

 
Remember, we are here to help, but must apply the letter of the rules.

