MERLIN ROCKET FACT SHEET No 7

Merlin Rocket Measurement & Certification

General Information.

The issuing of Certificates for the Merlin Rocket Class is done by the RYA, and to race a Merlin Rocket a current, valid measurement certificate must be held for the boat. Owners must also be a member of the Merlin Rocket Owners Association. Membership Forms can be obtained on line.
New Boats

The first stage of certification is for the boat to be measured to check it conforms to the class rules. This measurement must be carried out by a Merlin Rocket Class Full Measurer, who will measure and weigh the hull, measure the sails and rig, and carry out a full immersion buoyancy test. A fee is payable for this which you should agree with the measurer in advance. The details will be entered on a measurement form which will be supplied either by the measurer or the builder. The completed measurement form must be sent to the RYA with the appropriate fee. A certificate will be issued, which will become valid when a current Class Association Membership sticker is attached to it.

Second Hand Boats

Sale of a boat invalidates the certificate. When you become the new owner of a boat you should send the old certificate to the RYA with the details of your own name and address, together with the appropriate fee. A new certificate will be issued, which will become valid when a current Class Association Sticker is attached to it.

Re-Rigging - _a Merlin Rocket

Within the rules of the class you may vary the format of the rig to have a larger main and a smaller jib or vice versa. If you wish to do this, the new rig must be measured by either a Full or a Maintenance Measurer. The new black band and sail measurements must be entered either on a measurement form or on the certificate itself, and the amendments sent, with the old certificate, to the RYA (with that same appropriate fee), who will issue a new certificate, which will become valid when presented in conjunction with a current Class Association Membership Sticker.

Re-Weighing a Merlin Rocket

Most new boats built in the last decade or more have had correctors in them to bring them up to the minimum weight allowed in the rules. At any time in its life the boat may be re​weighed and correctors removed if it has become overweight. The certificate must be amended by either a Class Full or Maintenance Measurer and the old certificate sent to the RYA (together with the appropriate fee) for a new one to be issued.

Sails

The class does not record sails on the certificate, and you may have as many new sails as you like (or can afford!!). New sails must be measured by a Class Full or Maintenance Measurer and signed on the sail if they conform. If you sail with unmeasured sails you are liable to protest and disqualification

Buoyancy

The buoyancy on your boat must be inspected annually and the certificate self endorsed in the presence of Class RYA recognized Measurer or by an Official of any RYA Affiliated Club.

Queries

Queries about the class rules may be addressed either to the Committee Member running the Measurement Scheme.  
Queries to the RYA about certification should be addressed to the RYA Technical Department, who can be contacted at the Royal Yachting Association.
