The MERLIN ROCKET event Guide-lines for Clubs

In order for your Merlin meeting to be a success your club may need to market the event. 

Use your fleet members to network local Merlin clubs to enlist their support.

Make sure the details on the Merlin Rocket website are correct and as complete as possible!

Good food and the offer of accommodation with club members may attract visitors from afar.

l.
PROGRAMME


1.1
Silver Tiller points are awarded for classified as Silver Tiller events according to the silver Tiller rules, published in the MROA Yearbook. It is the responsibility of the organising club to send the results to the fixtures secretary as soon as possible after the event


1.2
For a one-day meeting, the aim should be to start the first race by 1100 at the latest. This race should normally last about 1 hr 15 mins for the winning boat. On restricted or open waters the event would normally consist of three races, with two 'back to back'. Consider holding the first two races 'back-to-back' with a later lunch break. Sea venues will normally have races 'back-to-back' or just one long race. Clearly the times and formats of racing at tidal venues will be dictated by local conditions. Please aim to FINISH the day's sailing by 1630 - remember competitors may have a long drive home especially on a Sunday evening. (Two-day meetings may be more flexible but MUST finish in good time on the Sunday.)


1.3 
A committee member will normally be available at each event to give advice or guidance/assistance with the management of the Merlin open meeting.  Please ask a competitor to identify this person. 

2.    SAILING INSTRUCTIONS


2.1 
The RYA Standard Sailing Instructions are commended to clubs.


2.2 
The Merlin Rocket class flag is '0'. (Oscar)

3.3
It is normal to use the ‘Low Point’ scoring system, ISAF/RYA Appendix A4

3.    CHECK IN/REGISTRATION


3.1 
The Silver Tiller is open only to helms that are members of the MROA. Non-members may sail in the Open Meeting (at the discretion of the Club).


3.2 
At check in a note should be made of the MROA membership number - it is shown on the coloured sticker on the Certificate.

3.3
The Certificate should also be checked for a valid annual buoyancy endorsement.

4 
COURSES


4.1 The Silver Tiller is a comprehensive test of sailing ability in all conditions and courses should be adapted to make the best use of the particular stretch of water. There is no requirement to use Olympic-style triangle courses; they may be used if appropriate but should be avoided if not appropriate.


4.2 Spinnaker reaches.  Since the Merlin adopted a larger size spinnaker, the reaching angles have become more critical.  As a guide, triangles should be set with roughly a ninety-degree angle at the gybe mark (i.e. forty-five degree reaches).    

5
STARTS


5.1 
Merlin Rockets are a competitive fleet and will undoubtedly congregate at the favoured end of the line! Clubs are strongly advised to set start lines with as little bias as possible.


5.2
A great deal of time can be lost in numerous general recalls. Clubs are strongly advised to introduce a One Minute "Black Flag" rule early (perhaps after the first start), if there is difficulty in getting a clean start.


5.3 
If it is anticipated that the starting problems are likely to be repeated for the second or third race then the 'Black Flag' rule should be introduced for the first start of those races.


5.5 
In a multi-fleet meeting, clubs should make sure that the starts of the various classes are sufficiently well spaced to prevent unnecessary conflict at mark roundings etc. Consider using different wing and leeward marks to ‘spread’ the fleets.



In light/shifty conditions it may be better to start promptly and adjust subsequent windward legs by moving the w/ward mark rather than search for elusive 'perfect' start

6
SCORING SYSTEM (Refer to Appendix A-Scoring - Racing Rules of Sailing 2005-8)


6.1 There is normally one discard (excluded score) in a series where more than two races are sailed.


GROUP SYSTEM 

This system shall be used whenever it is necessary to sail an event in heats, therefore affording more room at on limited start lines, less congestion at marks and allowing all helmsmen to sail three races. There shall be no elimination heats, or consolation races.

The total entry shall be divided into four approximately equal groups; each group shall be given a different colour say, black, yellow, red and green. Each group shall sail a total of three races, comprising one race against each of the other groups in turn, viz:

Race 1 – Black v Yellow; Red v Green

Race 2 – Black v Red; Yellow v Green

Race 3 – Black v Green; Yellow v Red

The scoring system for an event run on the group system remains the same. Low points system, one excluded score (discard)

7 
AFTER RACE AND PRIZEGIVING


7.1 
Galley service open when sailors return ashore is always welcome!


7.2
 Prize-giving - aim for 1700-1800 at the latest. Or within 1 hour of the last boat coming ashore

